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Illus. 1; Team photo on final day of 2021 season, following backfilling. 

 

Abstract 
This report presents the results of archaeological investigations at the site of the ‘Laird’s House’ in Killearn Glen, 
Killearn, Stirlingshire.  The work was carried out between 26th to 30th August 2021 by members from the 
Killearn Heritage Trail project, residents from Killearn and wider volunteers. 
 
Two trenches were hand excavated, one (Trench 3) to examine a probable structure, measuring 15.9 m by 5 m 
externally, potentially a building dating to before the nearby late 17th to 18th century ‘Place of Killearn’.  One 
other trench (Trench 5) was excavated in proximity to the structure to investigate a possible platform.  Trench 3 
was excavated to examine the western central interior portion of the structure and to clarify what a stepped 
profile represented at this location.  It confirmed the presence of an interior doorway which stepped up to an 
area of paving in the interior.  Trench 4 investigated the interior of the central room and revealed that an 
interior wall, running east to west was also present which created a more complex entranceway via the 
southern long wall.  In trench 5 a band of stones was present which may have formed a rough revetment to the 
edge of a slope.  Of note was discovery of three coarse stone ‘discs’ which could represent pot lids (SF’s 5-7). 
 
It is recommended that should any further phase of archaeological investigation be undertaken, the results of 
all seasons should be subject to post-excavation analysis, publication and archiving on the overall results of 
excavation in Killearn Glen. 
 
The work is funded by Killearn Trust and Killearn Courier and forms part of the wider Killearn Heritage Trail 
project of the Killearn Community Futures Company. 
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Illus. 2; Site Location Plan. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 
This report presents the results of a second season of archaeological investigation of the site, called the ‘Laird’s 
House’, in Killearn Glen.  The work was carried out between 26th and 30th of August by members of Killearn 
Heritage Trail Project group and local volunteers.  The subject of investigation was a sub-rectangular structure 
that may relate to the Place of Killearn (RCAHMS No: NS58NW 18) (NGR NS 522 852) which is considered to 
represent a late 17th to 18th century Laird’s house.  Three trenches (3 to 5) were hand excavated to examine the 
possible structure and its immediate context, the results of which are presented herein.  The work was carried 
out on behalf of the Killearn Heritage Trail Project.  It was funded by Killearn Trust and Killearn Courier. 
 
Project background 
 
1.2 
A Geophysical Survey was undertaken adjacent to Killearn Glen in 1993 looking for the Place of Killearn (Banks 
1994).  The geophysical results and potential location of Place of Killearn were subject to archaeological 
evaluation by Murray Cook in 2012 which highlighted the potential for further investigation and opportunities 
for enhancements of the site in the relation to Killearn Glen (Cook 2013).  It has previously been noted that the 
locations on Canmore for these are incorrect (Glew & Mills 2016, 11) but are marked on illustration 2 for 
record. 
 
In 2016, a further project was undertaken by Northlight Heritage and Dendrochronicle, comprising 
archaeological walk over survey, rapid assessment and characterisation of the historic woodland and a 
dendrochronological study of three tree specimens in Killearn Glen as part of the ‘Killearn Glen: Rediscovering 
the Communities’ Lost Landscape Project’ (Glew & Mills 2016). 
 
In 2019, two trenches were hand excavated to examine a probable structure, measuring 15.9 m by 5 m 
externally, potentially a building dating to before the nearby late 17th to 18th century ‘Place of Killearn’   
(MacGregor 2019). 
 
 

2. Location, Geology and Topography 
 
2.1 
Killearn Glen is located to the southern side of Killearn village.  Killearn village occupies a natural, broad terrace 
above Strathblane to the west and to the south of the village Killearn Glen nestles in a depression cut by 
streams and rivers that have carved deep gorges into the sandstone bedrock, forming what is now called the 
Kirkhouse Burn and others.  The natural platforms between the gorges are now occupied by reasonably dense 
woodland for the most part with occasional clearings, but in contrast to the open fields and pasture to the 
north-west and south-east.  The site is situated (c. 60 m OD) on an east to west running slope, with its northern 
most extent defined by the steep gorge to an adjacent burn.  It sits at the north-eastern end of a promontory 
formed by the gorge on three sides.  A ford crosses the burn some 20 m to its north-east from which extends a 
notable hollow way which extends to the south-west. 
 
2.2 
The area surrounding Killearn Glen is dominated by two broad types of sandstone bedrock.  The Kirkhouse Burn 
broadly lies along the division between the two, but the sandstone to the south of the burn is part of the 
Stockiemuir Sandstone formation formed circa 359 to 385 million years ago, while the higher ground to the 
north of the burn is part of the Teith Sandstone formation which is slightly older, having been formed circa 398 
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to 407 million years ago, both during the Devonian Period.  The superficial geology of the whole area is 
dominated by glacial deposits of Devensian Tills formed within the last 2 million years (BGS 2016). 
 
2.4 
The woodland forms part of Killearn Glen which is publically accessible and used frequently by dog walkers. 
 

 
3. Archaeological and Historical Context 
 
3.1 
The site of Killearn Glen is located immediately to the south of Killearn village.  It is Stirling Council owned and 
represents half of a 17th / 18th century designed landscape, associated with the Place of Killearn, which still 
represents an important area of woodland.  The wood contains hollow ways, a possible curling pond, coppiced 
trees, ancient trees and water features associated with a ha-ha, possible tea-room and canalised burn.  Killearn 
Glen is roughly trapezoidal shape in plan on a roughly north-east to south-west orientation.  A housing estate 
bounds the north-eastern side of the woodland.  While a large field of rough pasture with a spread of isolated 
trees formed from remnants of parkland is found along its north-western edge.  To the south and south-east of 
the wood it is bounded by open fields.  The ground generally falls away to the south, along which orientation 
flow a number of deeply cut burns including Kirkhouse Burns. 
 
The Place of Killearn was first described by Ure (1799, 100 -129) as: 
 
‘About a mile and a half south of the village is the Place of Killearn, anciently the seat of a cadet of the 
Montrose family, but lately of Robert Scott of Killearn, Esq; and now the property of the Right Hon. James 
Montgomery, Lord Chief Baron of Scotland.  The present edifice, which is far from being large, was built in the 
year 1688.  Numerous plantations, regularly disposed in form of clumps, belts, and wildernesses, beautify and 
shelter an extensive tract of pleasure ground around the house.’ 
 
3.2 
Among the archaeological features identified during the 2016 survey was a long structure (Illus 2; site 4) 
thought to measure c 10 m by 5 m which has been subject of the archaeological investigations.  It appeared to 
have an internal cross wall and a small annex (c 3 m by 3 m) at its north end.  Prior to excavation, it largely 
comprised earthen banks but with signs there may be dressed red sandstone masonry walls. 
 
In the recommendations from the 2016 work it was suggested that: 
 

‘The primary focus of any future investigations in Killearn Glen should be led by the 
discovery of the previously unknown structure (Site 4) within the Glen. This structure is 
thought to be late Medieval and probably domestic in origin based on the cartographic 
and morphological evidence, and therefore raises a number of questions about the 
Medieval to post-Medieval transition within the area and how that relates to the history 
and use of the woodland in Killearn Glen, specifically: 
 
•what and where was the precursor to the 1688 ‘Place of Killearn’?; 
•when was this built, and how did this develop?; 
•how did this function as a place of authority and how did it relate to the surrounding 
landscape?’ 
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3.3 
 
In 2019, Trench 1 was excavated to examine the interior of the western most portion of the structure and 
confirmed the remains of a stone built structure, surviving at its gable end up to 0.60 m in height (MacGregor 
2019).  It also revealed the presence of potential crucks slots, implying the building had a timber frame and due 
to their position possibly a hipped gable roof.  The ground appears to have been levelled off prior to 
construction of the building.  Trench 2 investigated the eastern most portion of the structure and established 
the wall had largely been robbed out.  A layer of stone was found below the wall level, suggesting the ground 
had been made up prior to its construction or that there were remains of earlier phases of building / demolition 
on the site.  A single sherd of 14th to 15th century Scottish Red Ware was discovered from the interior of the 
structure in trench 2.   
 

 
4. Summary Objectives 
 
The aims and objectives of the archaeological work at Killearn Glen were to: 

● work with members of Killearn Heritage Trail project and other volunteers to undertake the fieldwork 
providing all participants an opportunity to learn about and celebrate their shared heritage as evident in 
Killearn Glen; 

● provide opportunities for learning and skills development, training community volunteers involved in the 
project in excavation techniques in order to be able to undertake future excavations; 

● through hand excavation of trenches better understand the nature of site 4; 

● better clarify the chronology, nature of use and occupation of site 4; 

● analyse and synthesise the results to produce an assessment to evaluate the archaeological and historical 
potential of these remains and to interpret them in a wider context. 

 

5. Methodology 
 
5.1 
The 2021 season investigated the subrectangular structure (site 4) with two trenches, 3 and 4 located in the 
central part of the structure.  Trench 3 was positioned to the east of an internal long wall identified in the 2019 
season, where a stepped profile suggested potential for a further room (or other architectural feature), and 
comprised an area of up to c. 3.00 m by 2.00 m.  A second trench (Trench 4), which measured up to c. 3.00 m by 
1.00 m, was placed to investigate the central room and taking in a possible entrance way in the south facing 
long wall (see Illus. 3). It was extended to the west by c. 0.20 m by 1.00 m to clarify the presence of a potential 
interior wall.  A third trench, trench 5, was located to investigate a possible platform to the south of the western 
end of the structure, between which a noticeable hollow runs which suggests a possible route way.  
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Illus. 3; Location of Trenches  3, 4 & 5.  
 
5.2 
Following completion of pre-excavation plans and photography of the excavation area, there was little proper 
developed turf, topsoil was carefully removed by hand and stored separate from subsoil.  Excavation then 
proceeded by hand.  After removal of the topsoil the trench was recorded in plan at the first significant 
archaeological horizon encountered. 
 
5.3 
Discrete features encountered were investigated in half section.  All archaeological features and deposits were 
recorded by means of conventional pro forma record sheets.  Scaled hand-drawn plans were made at a scale of 
1:20 and sections at 1:10.  All photography during the project was done with high resolution digital SLR 
cameras. 
 
5.4 
The locations and dimensions of all trenches were surveyed using tapes to marked control points. 
 
5.5 
All finds were recorded individually. 
 
5.6 
At the close of the excavations, the trench was backfilled by hand, with the soil returned to its original angle of 
repose. 
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6. Results 
 
6.1 Trench 3 
Trench 3 measured c. 3.00 m north to south by c. 2.00 m east to west (Illus 4 & 5).  Following the removal of 
topsoil (301) and a mixed layer of dark brown sandy silt (302), together measuring up to 0.20 m in depth, the 
lines of two possible red sandstone wall tops could readily be observed.  This included the southern long wall 
(303]) and another portion of possible wall (304) at western side of the trench.  The wall (303, 304) tops were 
partially covered by a layer of smaller pieces of split red sandstone, which in the case of wall 304 could also be 
seen extending down in front of the inner and outer wall faces, suggesting this represented remnants from 
collapse and possible robbing of the walls (306) (Illus 6).  The inner face of wall [303] was sealed by a deposit of 
orange sand silt clay (305). Upon partial investigation, it was established that red sandstone slabs were present 
in (305), with a regular stacked and stepped appearance, which may be indicative of wall collapse.   
 
Excavation of sondage 1 revealed that deposit 305 overlay two flat-set red sandstone slabs (307), which had the 
appearance of possible paving.  At the northern end of the trench, in sondage 1, was another concentration of 
red sandstone slabs (308) extending into the trench for c. 0.60 m, which had the appearance of collapse from 
the northern long wall.  Excavation revealed that below (302) was a orange brown sand silt, which as 
unexcavated, is unclear as to how it derived. 
 
Wall 304 measured 0.50 m in width while wall 303 was 0.60 m in width, both survived up to c. 5 courses in 
depth (Illus 7). A visible gap, beyond a large stone forming the western end of wall [303] was present, 
suggestive of the presence of a doorway at this point. In this gap, and slightly off set, was another large stone 
which may represent some form of threshold.     
 
 
 

 
Illus. 4; Trench 3 Photo after excavation of (301). 
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Illus. 5; Trench 3 Post-Excavation Plan. 

 
 

 
Illus. 6; Detail of internal wall pre-ex [304] 
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Illus. 7; Detail of internal wall [304] post-ex (306). 

 
6.2 Trench 4  
 
Trench 4 measured c. 3.00 m north to south by c. 1.00 m east to west (Illus 8 & 9).  Excavation of the topsoil 
(401) revealed an interface comprising shattered red sandstone within a orange brown sand silt matrix (402).  
Below 402 was a layer of medium to large subangular stones within an orange sand silt matrix (4030, which 
extended upto a depth of 0.30 m.  Excavation of 403 revealed parts of two wall tops and faces.  One wall (404) 
ran into the southern baulk, and represented the southern long wall of the structure, the second represented 
the north to south interior cross wall (405), which had been identified previously in trench 1.  The walls were 
built of redstone slabs and survived up to six courses, or 0.28 m in depth.  They had keyed into one another but 
the southern wall had visibly tipped out of alignment to the south, causing courses in the cross wall to drop 
downward and separate.  The cross-wall (405) also keyed in with an alignment of three large stones (measuring 
upto 0.25 by 0.35 by 0.12 m deep) which ran across the trench for c. 0.90 m.  Also below 403, were three areas 
of floor paving (405).  One portion survived in the south-west corner of the trench and could be seen to have 
been set on a deposit of orange brown sand silt with moderate inclusions of small to medium red sandstone 
slabs (408), which were orientated irregularly; a second portion in the middle of the trench partially over lay 
405; and the third portion was to the north but at a slightly lower level. 
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Illus. 8; Trench 4 Post-Excavation Plan. 

 

 
 

Illus. 9; Trench 4 Photo Post-Excavation. 
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6.3 Trench 5  
 
Trench 5 measured c 2.4 m north-west to south-east by c 1.0 m south-west to north-east.  Excavation of the 
topsoil (501) revealed the presence of a band of stones (502), up to 0.60 m wide, running along the break of 
slope.  A sondage, measuring 0.50 m wide, was excavated on the southern side of the trench.  This revealed 
that the band of stone (502) had a depth of c 0. 30 m and was largely no more than two stones in depth.  At one 
point the stones had the appearance of being set in relation to each of other (Illus 10 & 11).  The stones were 
sat on, and probably settled into, a red brown sandy silt (503), which had the appearance of a natural deposit.   
   

 
Illus. 10; Trench 5 Photo of stone (502). 

 
 

Illus. 11; Trench 5 Mid-Excavation Plan. 
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6.3 Test Pit 1 
 
A test pit (Not Illustrated) measuring c 0.2 m wide by c 0.60 m long was excavated between trenches 3 and 4 
and designed to confirm the presence of an interior cross wall.  This revealed the presence of flat red sandstone 
slabs, broke and pitched, which had the character of wall collapse / demolition.  However, due to the small size 
of the test pit, it was not possible to establish if a wall face was present, so it was reinstated. 
 
 
7. Discussion 
 
7.1 Trench 3 
Investigation has clarified the nature of the structure in its central portion, which was also constructed with red 
sandstone, clay bonded, walling. The character of the walls, with a large stones at the end of the interior wall 
(304), and at entrance in southern long wall (303) is striking, and was not present in the entrances revealed in 
the 2019 season.  The presence of possible paving (307), beneath what may be wall collapse (305), is suggestive 
of deliberate demolition and removal of materials from the structure after it had been abandoned.  This could 
have related to the construction of boundary walls and the modification of the banks of the Ladies Linn as part 
of the creation of the Designed Garden and Landscape of the Place of Killearn.    
 
7.2 Trench 4 
Investigation has in part clarified the nature of the stepped area, which appears to be raised from the western 
room, and the doorway through which it could be accessed. The presence of paving (307) in this area may 
indicate a more domestic use for this portion of the building. 
 
7.3 Trench 5 
Placed to characterise a possible platform to the south of the structure, excavation in trench 5 produced 
evidence of a rough stone (502) setting along the break of slope.  These may have been set to and maintain 
clear access in the marked hollow in front of the southern long wall of the structure, perhaps intended to 
prevent slumping and / or slow water run-off.  The trench was not large enough to characterise the hollow and 
establish there was a cut present.   
 
7.4 Nature of the structure and its wider context 
 
The broader context of the structure was discussed previously (see MacGregor 2019) and this section will not 
repeat it.  Rather we will reassess the character and chronology of the structure in light of the results of the 
2021 season insights. 
 
The presence of a further interior wall (304) running east to west was unexpected and it appears to be set in 
front of the entrance to the central room of the structure, forming an ante-chamber or passage.  Its presence 
means that it meant you had to turn right to enter the central room.  What is unclear is whether you could also 
turn left towards the lower end of the building.   
 
The wall (304) may, however, also have been designed to provide structural integrity and strength, and as such 
may support an interpretation that the building was largely constructed of stone.  The presence of a large flat 
stone at its east-end and another similar stone at the west-end of the southern long wall is notable, as in each 
case they were exposed with no red sandstone slabs above, and may suggest that they acted a post pads for a 
timber element of the building.  When taken into account with evidence for possible cruck slots discovered at 
the better preserved west-end of the structure, it may suggest the structure was substantially of stone with a 
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further load-bearing inner wooden frame. 
 
In the 2019 season, a possible interior doorway had indentified in the cross wall between the western-most 
room and an apparently higher ‘stepped’ area which was investigated through trench 4.  Investigation 
confirmed that a low (wall-like) stone setting (407) was keyed into the cross wall (405) at the point the doorway 
was present.  Sitting on 407, and respecting 405, were traces of paving stones with some suggestion that the 
level was lower in the north half and stepped up in the vicinity of the cross wall (405).  The orientation of the 
interior wall (304) if projected into trench 4 would broadly align with the cross wall (405) but no trace of the 
wall was clearly visible. Rather it would appear the stone setting (407) functioned as low below paving solum 
wall.  Whether the change in levels, and split into two portions, represents the approach to an internal staircase 
is unclear, but the striking change in level has been noted before as potentially suggesting the structure have 
may have had an upper level at its western end.  
 
No traces of paving was found in the 2019 season in the western and eastern most rooms, which while may 
have been entirely robbed out, may suggest the paving was confined to the central portion of the building.  This 
could suggest the central portion related more to dwelling and with the other rooms being more for animals 
and storage as suggested previously (MacGregor 2019).   
 
The presence of three, possible pot lids (SF’s 5-7), is also of note, as very limited material culture has been 
recovered during excavations.   

 
8. Recommendations 

 
8.1 Further excavations 
It can be argued that sufficient archaeological investigation has taken place to characterise the structure and 
that due to its degree of preservation and significance ensuring its preservation in-situ is now a high priority.  
Further investigations might perhaps be better focussed on other sites and locations relating to the Place of 
Killearn and Killearn Village more widely, with potential for example for test pitting to locate other Medieval 
and Later Rural Settlement which would contribute to wider understanding of changing settlement patterns 
and land-use. 
 
8.2 Site Management and Enhancement 
The significance and sensitivity of the site in a woodland means there are several management issues which 
should be addressed. The first is a several younger trees are growing on or in close proximity to the site which 
have high potential through root penetration and / or windfall to damage archaeological deposits. The second is 
that a regular maintenance regime should be established to ensure any future tree growth is removed (i.e. 
seedling and saplings) and potential for damage from bracken is also addressed.   
 
8.2 Post Excavation Analysis, Dissemination and Archiving 
Due to the results of investigation revealing the importance of the site, it is recommended that following any 
future phases of investigation, a costed Post-Excavation Research Design is produced detailing the types of 
analysis, forms of dissemination and archiving and finds disposal processes. 
 
It is recommended that an interim short note(s) on the results to date of the project to date be written for 
publication in Current Archaeology and /or History Scotland and if further phases of investigation take place an 
academic publication may be appropriate. 
 
Please note the recommendations are for guidance and should be discussed with the Local Authority 
Archaeologist and Landowner prior to any additional archaeological activities taking place. 
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10. Appendices 

 

APPENDIX 1: Tables / Concordances 

 

Table 1: Context Information 

Context         
No. 

Type Description 

301 Deposit Topsoil 

302 Deposit Orange brown sand silt 

303 Structure Southern long wall 

304 Structure Interior wall 

305 Deposit Mottled orange sand silt clay 

306 Deposit Tumble from Wall 304 

307 Structure Possible paving. 

308 Structure Tumble from northern long wall. 

309 Structure Orange brown sand silt 

401 Deposit Topsoil 

402 Deposit Mid brown sand silt with frequent shattered red sandstone fragments 

403 Deposit Rubble with orange sand matrix 

404 Structure Southern long wall 

405 Structure North to south interior cross wall 

406 Structure Paving stones 

407 Structure Stone setting 

408 Deposit Orange light brown sand silt with moderate fragments of sandstone slabs.  

501 Deposit Topsoil 

502 Structure Sub-angular stones – possible revetment 

503 Deposit Orange sand silt – natural subsoil 

 
Table 2: Digital Photographs 
Photo          
No. 

Camera Model Area/ 
Trench 

Context No. Description From 
(Compass) 

084 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3/4  Pre-ex SW 
085 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3/4  Pre-ex SW 
086 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3/4  Pre-ex SE 
087 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Pre-ex SE 
088 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Pre-ex NW 
089 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working Shot S 
090 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working Shot S 
091 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3/4  Working Shot NE 
092 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 Post ex 4001 S 
093 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 Post ex 4001 N 
094 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Pre-ex N 
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Photo          
No. 

Camera Model Area/ 
Trench 

Context No. Description From 
(Compass) 

095 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Pre-ex W 
096 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot S 
097 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot E 
098 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Working shot N 
099 Nikon D3100 SLR T3 302 - 306 Post ex 3001 N 
100 Nikon D3100 SLR T3 302 - 306  Post ex 3001 W 
101 Nikon D3100 SLR T3 302 – 306 Post ex 3001 E 
102 Nikon D3100 SLR T3 304, 306 Post ex 3001 E 
103 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot E 
104 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot SE 
105 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Working shot S 
106 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 502, 503 Post ex 5001 NW 
107 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 502, 503 Post ex 5001 NE 
108 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot NW 
109 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot NW 
110 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot NW 
111 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 Mid ex part removal 4003 N 
112 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 Mid ex part removal 4003 S 
113 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 404 / 405 Detail E 
114 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 / 406 Detail Above 
115 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Working Shot N 
116 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working Shot N 
117 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working Shot N 
118 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working Shot E 
119 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3 304, 306 Extension over 3004 Above 
120 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 503, 503 Mid-ex  N 
121 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 503, 503 Mid-ex  S 
122 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 303 – 307 Mid-ex  N 
123 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 303 – 308 Mid-ex  W 
124 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot NE 
125 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Working shot NE 
126 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot S 
127 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Post-ex  N 
128 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Post-ex  S 
129 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5 501 – 503 West facing section W 
130 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Working shot N 
131 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot S 
132 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot S 
133 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot SE 
134 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot NE 
135 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 - 408 Post ex 4003 N 
136 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 - 408 Post ex 4003 S 
137 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 - 408 Detail south end E 
138 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403, 405 - 

408 
Detail possible paving E 

139 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403, 405 - 
408 

Detail possible paving E 

140 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403, 406, 
407 

North half E 

141 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403, 405 - 
409 

South half E 

142 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 - 406 Post-ex N 
143 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 - 406 Post-ex S 
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Photo          
No. 

Camera Model Area/ 
Trench 

Context No. Description From 
(Compass) 

144 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4 403 - 406 Post-ex SW 
145 Nikon D3100 SLR TP1  Pre-ex N 
146 Nikon D3100 SLR TP1  Working shot SW 
147 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot N 
148 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot W 
149 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot W 
150 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3 302 – 305, 

307, 309 
Post-ex E 

151 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3 302 – 305, 
307 - 309 

Post-ex N 

152 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3 302 – 305, 
307 - 309 

Post-ex W 

153 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr5  Reinstated trench N 
154 Nikon D3100 SLR TP1   Post-ex Above 
155 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Working shot W 
156 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Working shot E 
157 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr3  Reinstated trench N 
158 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr4  Reinstated trench S 
159 Nikon D3100 SLR   Team shot – final day after backfilling E 

 
Table 3: Drawings 

Drawing     
No. 

Sheet     
No. 

Plan/Sectio
n 

Contexts Subject Scale 

1 1 Plan 402 Mid-ex trench 4 1:20 

2 1 Plan 
302 - 304, 

306  
Mid-ex trench 3 

1:20 

3 2 Plan 502, 503 Mid-ex trench 5 1:20 

4 1 Plan 403 - 406 Mid-ex trench 4 1:20 

5 1 Plan 502, 503 Mid-ex trench 5 1:20 

6 2 Plan 
302 - 304, 

306  
Mid-ex trench 4 1:20 

7 3 Plan 502, 503 Post-ex trench 5 1:20 

8 3 Section 501 -503 East facing section trench 5 1:10 

9 3 Plan 404 - 408 Post-ex trench 4 1:20 

10 4 Plan 
302 -  304, 
306 

Post-ex trench 3 
1:20 

11 5 Section 
401 - 405, 
407 East facing section trench 4 1:10 

12 6 Section 301 - 303 East facing section trench 3 1:10 

 
Table 4: Finds 

Find            
No. 

Context         
No. 

No. of          
Pieces 

Material Type Description 

3 3001 1 Ceramic Sherd White Glazed Ware 
4 3002 1 Glass Shard Brown bottle 
5 5002 1 Stone Coarse Possible Pot Lid 
6 4001 1 Stone Coarse Possible Pot Lid 
7 5002 1 Stone Coarse Possible Pot Lid 
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Table 5: Samples  
 
NB No samples were taken due to unsuitability of deposits encountered. 
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APPENDIX 2: DES 
LOCAL AUTHORITY: Stirlingshire 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  ‘Lairds House’ Killearn Glen Evaluation 

PROJECT CODE: 23 

PARISH:  Killearn 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Gavin MacGregor 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Northlight Heritage 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Evaluation 

NMRS NO(S):   

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Medieval Building 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  Medieval Residence 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) NS 52282 85356 

START DATE (this season) 26th August 2021 

END DATE (this season) 30th August 2021 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) Walkover Survey 2016 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 

DESCRIPTION:  

(May include information from 

other fields) 

 

Two trenches were hand excavated, one (Trench 3) to examine a probable 
structure, measuring 15.9 m by 5 m externally, potentially a building dating to 
before the nearby late 17th to 18th century ‘Place of Killearn’.  One other trench 
(Trench 5) was excavated in proximity to the structure to investigate a possible 
platform.   
 
Trench 3 was excavated to examine the western central interior portion of the 
structure and to clarify what a stepped profile represented at this location.  It 
confirmed the presence of an interior doorway which stepped up to an area of 
paving in the interior.  Trench 4 investigated the interior of the central room 
and revealed that an interior wall, running east to west was also present which 
created a more complex entranceway via the southern long wall.  In trench 5 a 
band of stones was present which may have formed a rough revetment to the 
edge of a slope.  Of note was discovery of three coarse stone ‘discs’ which 
could represent pot lids (SF’s 5-7). 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS:  

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: Killearn Trust and Killearn Courier 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: gavin.macgregor@northlightheritage.org 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

HES (intended)  

 


