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Illus. 1; Team photo on final day of 2019 season, following backfilling. 

 

Abstract 
This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation at the site of the ‘Laird’s House’ in Killearn Glen, 
Killearn, Stirlingshire.  The work was carried out between 26th August and 1st September 2019 by members 
from the Killearn Heritage Trail project, residents from Killearn and wider volunteers. 
 
Two trenches were hand excavated to examine a probable structure, measuring 15.9 m by 9 m externally, 
potentially a building dating to before the nearby late 17th to 18th century ‘Place of Killearn’.  Trench 1 was 
excavated to examine the interior of the western most portion of the structure and confirmed the remains of 
an stone built structure, surviving at its gable end up to 0.60 m in height.  It also revealed the presence of 
potential crucks slots, implying the building had a timber frame and due to their position possibly a hipped 
gable roof.  The ground appears to have been levelled off prior to construction of the building.  Trench 2 
investigated the eastern most portion of the structure and established the wall had largely been robbed out.  A 
layer of stone was found below the wall level, suggesting the ground had been made up prior to its 
construction or that there were remains of earlier phases of building / demolition on the site.  An single piece 
of ceramic was discovered from the interior of the structure in trench 2.  It has been provisionally identified by 
Derek Hall as a sherd of 14th to 15th century Scottish Red Ware. 
 
Key issues relating to the chronology, phasing and function of the structure could not be resolved with the 
evaluation trenches and there is high potential for further investigations to clarify some key research questions. 
It is recommended that a further phase of archaeological investigation is undertaken to clarify both the 
structure and its immediate surroundings, which then should be followed by post-excavation analysis, 
publication and archiving on the overall results of excavation in Killearn Glen. 
 
The work is funded by National Heritage Lottery Fund and Killearn Courier and forms part of the wider Killearn 
Heritage Trail project of the Killearn Community Futures Company. 
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Illus. 2; Site Location Plan. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 
This report presents the results of archaeological evaluation of the site, called the ‘Laird’s House’, in Killearn 
Glen.  The work was carried out between 26th August and 1st September 2019 by members of Killearn Heritage 
Trail Project group and local volunteers.  The subject of investigation was a sub-rectangular structure that may 
relate to the Place of Killearn (RCAHMS No: NS58NW 18) (NGR NS 522 852) which is considered to represent a 
late 17th to 18th century Laird’s house.  Two trenches (1 & 2) were hand excavated to examine the possible 
structure, the results of which are presented herein.  The work was carried out on behalf of the Killearn 
Heritage Trail Project.  It was funded by National Heritage Lottery Fund and Killearn Courier. 
 
Project background 
 
1.2 
A Geophysical Survey was undertaken adjacent to Killearn Glen in 1993 looking for the Place of Killearn (Banks 
1994).  The geophysical results and potential location of Place of Killearn were subject to archaeological 
evaluation by Murray Cook in 2012 which highlighted the potential for further investigation and opportunities 
for enhancements of the site in the relation to Killearn Glen (Cook 2013).  It has previously been noted that the 
locations on Canmore for these are incorrect (Glew & Mills 2016, 11) but are marked on illustration 2 for 
record. 
 
In 2016, a further project was undertaken by Northlight Heritage and Dendrochronicle, comprising 
archaeological walk over survey, rapid assessment and characterisation of the historic woodland and a 
dendrochronological study of three tree specimens in Killearn Glen as part of the ‘Killearn Glen: Rediscovering 
the Communities’ Lost Landscape Project’ (Glew & Mills 2016). 
 
 

2. Location, Geology and Topography 
 
2.1 
Killearn Glen is located to the southern side of Killearn village.  Killearn village occupies a natural, broad terrace 
above Strathblane to the west and to the south of the village Killearn Glen nestles in a depression cut by 
streams and rivers that have carved deep gorges into the sandstone bedrock, forming what is now called the 
Kirkhouse Burn and others.  The natural platforms between the gorges are now occupied by reasonably dense 
woodland for the most part with occasional clearings, but in contrast to the open fields and pasture to the 
north-west and south-east.  The site is situated (c. 60 m OD) on an east to west running slope, with its northern 
most extent defined by the steep gorge to an adjacent burn.  It sits at the north-eastern end of a promontory 
formed by the gorge on three sides.  A ford crosses the burn some 20 m to its north-east from which extends a 
notable hollow way which extends to the south-west. 
 
2.2 
The area surrounding Killearn Glen is dominated by two broad types of sandstone bedrock.  The Kirkhouse Burn 
broadly lies along the division between the two, but the sandstone to the south of the burn is part of the 
Stockiemuir Sandstone formation formed circa 359 to 385 million years ago, while the higher ground to the 
north of the burn is part of the Teith Sandstone formation which is slightly older, having been formed circa 398 
to 407 million years ago, both during the Devonian Period.  The superficial geology of the whole area is 
dominated by glacial deposits of Devensian Tills formed within the last 2 million years (BGS 2016). 
 
2.4 
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The woodland forms part of Killearn Glen which is publically accessible and used frequently by dog walkers. 
 

 
3. Archaeological and Historical Context 
 
3.1 
The site of Killearn Glen is located immediately to the south of Killearn village.  It is Stirling Council owned and 
represents half of a 17th / 18th century designed landscape, associated with the Place of Killearn, which still 
represents an important area of woodland.  The wood contains hollow ways, a possible curling pond, coppiced 
trees, ancient trees and water features associated with a ha-ha, possible tea-room and canalised burn.  Killearn 
Glen is roughly trapezoidal shape in plan on a roughly north-east to south-west orientation.  A housing estate 
bounds the north-eastern side of the woodland.  While a large field of rough pasture with a spread of isolated 
trees formed from remnants of parkland is found along its north-western edge.  To the south and south-east of 
the wood it is bounded by open fields.  The ground generally falls away to the south, along which orientation 
flow a number of deeply cut burns including Kirkhouse Burns. 
 
The Place of Killearn was first described by Ure (1799, 100 -129) as: 
 
‘About a mile and a half south of the village is the Place of Killearn, anciently the seat of a cadet of the 
Montrose family, but lately of Robert Scott of Killearn, Esq; and now the property of the Right Hon. James 
Montgomery, Lord Chief Baron of Scotland.  The present edifice, which is far from being large, was built in the 
year 1688.  Numerous plantations, regularly disposed in form of clumps, belts, and wildernesses, beautify and 
shelter an extensive tract of pleasure ground around the house.’ 
 
3.2 
Among the archaeological features identified during the 2016 survey was a long structure (illus 2; site 4) 
measuring c 10 m by 5 m which is the subject of the archaeological evaluation.  It appeared to have an internal 
cross wall and a small annex (c 3 m by 3 m) at its north end.  Prior to excavation, it largely comprised earthen 
banks but with signs there may be dressed red sandstone masonry walls. 
 
In the recommendations from the 2016 work it was suggested that: 
 

‘The primary focus of any future investigations in Killearn Glen should be led by the 
discovery of the previously unknown structure (Site 4) within the Glen. This structure is 
thought to be late Medieval and probably domestic in origin based on the cartographic 
and morphological evidence, and therefore raises a number of questions about the 
Medieval to post-Medieval transition within the area and how that relates to the history 
and use of the woodland in Killearn Glen, specifically: 
 
•what and where was the precursor to the 1688 ‘Place of Killearn’?; 
•when was this built, and how did this develop?; 
•how did this function as a place of authority and how did it relate to the surrounding 
landscape?’ 

 
Results of excavation of site 4 may help clarify the different phases and locations of Place of Killearn 
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4. Summary Objectives 
 
The aims and objectives of the archaeological work at Killearn Glen were to: 

● work with members of Killearn Heritage Trail project and other volunteers to undertake the fieldwork 
providing all participants an opportunity to learn about and celebrate their shared heritage as evident in 
Killearn Glen; 

● provide opportunities for learning and skills development, training community volunteers involved in the 
project in excavation techniques in order to be able to undertake future excavations; 

● through hand excavation of trenches better understand the nature of site 4; 

● better clarify the chronology, nature of use and occupation of site 4; 

● analyse and synthesise the results to produce an assessment to evaluate the archaeological and historical 
potential of these remains and to interpret them in a wider context. 

 
5. Methodology 
 
5.1 
The evaluation targeted the subrectangular structure (site 4) with two trenches, 1 and 2.  Trench 1 was 
positioned at the western end of the main structure and comprised an area of up to c. 4 m by 4.50 m up against 
its gable end and taking in a possible entrance way in the east facing long wall (see Illus. 3).  A second trench, 
(Trench 2) originally measured up to c. 2.50 m by 2.50 m was placed to investigate the putative annex.  It was 
extended to the west by c. 0.50 m to clarify key relationships. 
 

 
 

Illus. 3; Location of Trenches 1 and 2.  
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5.2 
Following completion of pre-excavation plans and photography of the excavation area, there was little proper 
developed turf, topsoil was carefully removed by hand and stored separate from subsoil.  Excavation then 
proceeded by hand.  After removal of the topsoil the trench was recorded in plan at the first significant 
archaeological horizon encountered. 
 
5.3 
Discrete features encountered were investigated in half section.  All archaeological features and deposits were 
recorded by means of conventional pro forma record sheets.  Scaled hand-drawn plans were made at a scale of 
1:20 and sections at 1:10.  All photography during the project was done with high resolution digital SLR 
cameras. 
 
5.4 
The locations and dimensions of all trenches were surveyed using tapes to marked control points. 
 
5.5 
All finds were recorded individually. 
 
5.6 
At the close of the excavations, the trench was backfilled by hand, with the soil returned to its original angle of 
repose. 
 

6. Results 
 
6.1 Trench 1 
Trench 1 measured c. 4 m north to south by 4.5 m east to west (Illus 4).  Following the removal of topsoil (100) 
and a layer of dark brown sandy silt (101), together measuring up to 0.30 m in depth, the lines of red sandstone 
wall tops, up to 0.50 m wide, could readily be observed.  This included the gable end, the western part of the 
southern long wall [105] and another portion of long wall [104] at the eastern side of the trench.  A visible gap, 
with clear facing, was present between long wall [105] and [104] of up to 1.3 m wide, suggestive of the 
presence of a doorway at this point.  A deposit of stone (106) was present in the gap and could represent 
material from wall collapse / robbing. 
 
The wall tops were partially covered by a layer of smaller pieces of split red sandstone (103) which could also be 
seen extending down in front of the inner and outer wall faces, suggesting this represented remnants from 
collapse and possible robbing of the wall.  While the walls [105 and 104] were constructed from predominantly 
red sandstone slabs, there were a greater proportion of sub-rounded cobbles and boulders in 103, perhaps 
suggesting that there had been a selective removal of slabs through demolition.  On the interior the 
concentration of stone (103) had an orange brown sandy clay matrix (102) and extended up to 0.40 m in depth.   
 
Excavation was then confined to two slot trenches, measuring 1 m wide, along the west and east sides of the 
trench with (102) and (103) being removed to reveal a yellowish orange sand silt (112).  A smaller sondage was 
excavated in the south-west corner, measuring 1 m by 1 m, through the deposit (112).  This in turn revealed it 
had a depth of upto 0.40 m and sealed a orange grey sand gravel (113) below.  Deposit (112) may have been 
imported to level up the site, as the deposit (113) below appeared more like the natural geology. 
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Illus. 4; Trench 1 Photo after excavation of (100). 

 
Illus. 5; Trench 1 Post-Excavation Plan. 
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Through excavation of the sondages the interior cross wall [111] was revealed in the eastern most trench baulk.  
This also showed the wall [111] was not tied in to the northern and southern long walls.  It was 3.4 m long and 
upto 040 m deep, with up to 4 courses remaining.  Notably the lower course was of more rounded larger grey 
stones, as opposed to red sandstone slabs, probably representing foundation stones.  Two noticeably larger 
foundation stones were present towards the centre of the wall and may have been placed for an interior door 
way. 
 

 
Illus. 6; Detail of internal crosswall [111] 

 

 
Illus. 7; Trench 1 North Facing Wall Elevation [105]. 
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Excavation of (103) also revealed several features in the gable and long wall [105].  In the gable end were two 
places where the coursing of red sandstone slabs were absent and were instead infilled with more irregular 
stones [108 & 107].  These gaps were c 0.55 m wide, up to 0.35 m deep, and extended into the wall face by 
about 0.20 m.  In the long wall one similar infilled portion [109] could be observed which had a more truncated 
V-splayed shape in plan, up to c 0.55 m wide, up to 0.20 m deep and extending back into the wall face up to 
0.30 m back. 
 
6.2 Trench 2  
 
Trench 2 measured c 2.5 m north to south by 3.5 m east to west.  Excavation of the topsoil (200) revealed the 
line of red sandstone wall top forming part of the southern long wall [202], up to 0.60 m wide.  A visible gap, 
with clear facing, was present at the western end of the wall, of at least 1.2 m wide, suggestive of the presence 
of a doorway at this point.  The wall tops were partially covered by a layer of smaller pieces of split red 
sandstone (203) which could also be seen extending down in front of the inner and outer wall faces, suggesting 
this represented remnants from collapse and possible robbing of the wall.   

 
Illus. 8; Trench 2 Post-Excavation Plan. 

 
Below the topsoil, in the interior of the structure was a heavily mixed orange and brown silt (205), which had 
been badly disturbed by roots, and was up to 0.08 m in depth.  A sherd (SF 2) of what has been provisionally 
identified as 14th to 15th century Scottish Red Ware was found from the interior.  In contrast the exterior was an 
orange silt clay (204).  A large piece of what appears to be shale (SF 1) was found on the top of the deposit 
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(204) and sealed beneath (203). 
 
One possible negative feature (206) was half sectioned and established it related to root disturbance and 
burrowing, and proven non-archaeological. 
 
A sondage was excavated up against the wall face to clarify the character of deposit (205) which it appeared to 
sit on.  This established that it was up to 0.35 m in depth, and there was another deposit (207) beneath at this 
location.  The deposit (207) comprised a layer of irregular sandstone slabs, up to five deep, with an orange silt 
clay matrix, and which extended to a depth of 0.20 m.  
 

 
Illus. 9; Trench 2 West Facing Section [202]. 

 

 
Illus. 10; Trench 2 Photo of rubble (207) in sondage 1.. 
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7. Discussion 
 
7.1 Trench 1 
Evaluation has confirmed that the remains of an, at least partially, stone built structure are present.  The 
eastern extent of the trench was defined by an interior cross-wall [111] which did not key in with the long walls 
[104] and may be indicative of remodelling of the structure.  Also of note was the change in construction 
midway along the cross wall, with large foundation stones present at a point where the course above was 
notably lower.  Collectively these observations suggest there may have been a threshold for an interior doorway 
at this point.  
 
The presence of marked infilled areas [107, 108 and 109], one in the southern long wall and possibly two in the 
gable wall, may represent crucks slots: either subsequently infilled or partially levelled up to fit the available 
timbers.  The potential presence of crucks slots implies a timber frame which bore the weight of the roof: as 
opposed to sitting directly on the wall tops.  Additionally that two possible crucks slots are potentially present 
equidistant in the gable wall, potentially indicates that the roof was hipped at this point. 
 
Evaluation has also shown that the ground was potentially levelled up with a deposit (112) prior to 
construction.  With the limited excavation interior deposits were difficult to observe but if floors had been 
earthen they could have been largely lost through post-abandonment taphonomic processes.  However, much 
of the rubble (203) from collapse, and probable robbing, of the wall has a relatively clean silt clay matrix which 
may be washed out clay bonding from the original wall construction. 
 
7.2 Trench 2 
Excavation in trench 2 produced evidence of the southern long wall [202].  It had clearly been significantly 
reduced to almost foundations, with traces of demolition / robbing visible adjacent to the wall faces (203).  
Investigation in sondage one demonstrated that the wall probably overlies a deposit (207) containing a 
significant quantity of sandstone slabs, indicating another phase of activity on site. 
 
There was a mixed, highly bio-turbated, deposit (205) which could represent the traces of earthen floor but 
with it being so close to the current ground surface is more likely to relate to post-depositional mixing, 
following removal of the robbing of the wall, no longer having any coherency.  The presence of a single sherd of 
ceramic (SF 2), provisionally identified as Medieval Red Ware, from interior deposits was significant. 
 
7.3 Nature of the structure and its wider context 
From ground evidence the building appears to have three main rooms with an additional feature between the 
western and central room, which putatively could represent an internal stairwell, but would require further 
investigation to clarify its nature and function.  The construction of an interior wall [111], running along the 
eastside of trench 1, was not keyed into the southern or northern long walls, implying it was a later insertion.  
This could suggest remodelling of the building at some point.  Further evidence from excavation also suggests 
potential for different phases to the structure, not least with the rubble [207] evident below the wall in trench 
2.  This rubble could represent material used to level up before construction but could also be the remains of 
demolition of an earlier phase of structure.  One hypothesis is that a smaller structure has been extended to its 
east and west through the addition of further rooms.  The western gable end had clearly shifted in its south-
western corner with the southern long wall out of alignment.  As well as stones dropping, a marked curve in the 
gable wall may suggest the roof sagged or collapsed in this direction. 
 
The structure finds some parallels to Springwood Park, Borders, where later phase 14th century structures had 
evidence for cruck-frames (Dixon 1998).  More broadly Dixon (2002, 187) has suggested the cruck-frame 
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tradition emerged in 13th / 14th centuries and was replaced in 18th and 19th centuries.  Dixon also notes the wide 
range of contexts in which cruck-frames were used: 
 
‘Standing buildings suggest a wide range of buildings used cruck-frames.  At the upper end of the social strata, 
cruck roofs have been found in a castle and a tacksman’s house, but they are also found in peasant byre-houses, 
barns, byres and the cottages of tenants and crofters ranging in date from the 17th to 19th centuries.’ (ibid 191) 
 
The example of a 17th century tacksman’s house is at Pitcastle, Strathtummel (Dumbar 1960) and was of two 
stories with crucks low down in the walls.  Measuring c. 17 m long, it had three ground floor rooms and two 
upper rooms and was constructed of ‘rubble masonry set in mud mortar’.   
 
It is, however, unclear whether the structure at Killearn Glen comprised entirely stone walls or if there was a 
turf and or earthen component to walls on a lower stone wall footing.  It should be noted however that there 
was no evidence for turfs in deposits which may have related to post-abandonment and as the walls are robbed 
out, they could have been made entirely of stone: not least with material being readily available from nearby 
gorges. 
 
It is notable that the structure was situated on a downward slope, which has analogies to byre houses found 
elsewhere in Southern Scotland.  However no evidence of a drain was found in the western most room and 
there was no evidence for a heavily mixed floor deposit which may have been indicative of animals being 
housed there.  Rather, with from admittedly partial evidence, it appear quite clean and to give the impression 
of being used for storage. 
 
The presence of a ceramic sherd of 14th to 15th century date (if it is contemporary with the structure), does 
suggest that the structure was a locus for cooking and / or storage of liquids, implying that the upper eastern 
room may have had some cooking or storage function.  The limited quantity of material culture recovered may 
be as a result of systematic cleaning and rubbish disposal when the structure was in use. 
 
It is also notable that the structure is situated in an area of ground, defined on three sides (north, west and 
south) by burns running in deep gorges, with a marked hollow way running to its east.  It is effectively situated 
at the eastern end of a promontory within which are several flatter areas which may have been used for other 
activities related to the occupation of the structure.  Close to the western gable end of the structure another 
similar mounded feature can be seen which could represent the footings of another building, potentially 
running approximately north to south. 
 
Discovery and excavation of the structure at Killearn Glen may, on balance, be an important contribution to 
wider research on the character of Medieval rural settlement in Scotland (Hall & Price 2012, 32 - 41).   

 
8. Recommendations 

 
8.1 Further excavations 
In light of the significance of the site and the limited extent of archaeological investigations undertaken it is 
recommended that further targeted investigation of the site may be appropriate to answer several key 
questions of phasing and function of the structure, and clarify whether there are associated structures and 
activities in vicinity. 
 
8.2 Site Management and Enhancement 
Ongoing conservation management of the site should also be built into the processes for the Killearn Heritage 
Trail maintenance now that its significance has been confirmed, with for example a need for ongoing tree 
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management and potential for additional site enhancements. 
 
8.2 Post Excavation Analysis, Dissemination and Archiving 
Due to the results of evaluation revealing the importance of the site, it is recommended that following any 
future phases of investigation, a costed Post-Excavation Research Design is produced detailing the types of 
analysis, forms of dissemination and archiving and finds disposal processes. 
 
It is recommended that an interim short note(s) on the results to date of the project to date be written for 
publication in Current Archaeology and /or History Scotland and if further phases of investigation take place an 
academic publication may be appropriate. 
 
Please note the recommendations are for guidance and should be discussed with the Local Authority 
Archaeologist and Landowner prior to any additional archaeological activities taking place. 
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10. Appendices 

 

APPENDIX 1: Tables / Concordances 

 

Table 1: Context Information 

Context         
No. 

Type Description 

100 Deposit Topsoil 

101 Deposit Dark Brown / Black Sandy Silt 

102 Deposit Orange brown sandy clay 

103 Deposit Angular to sub-angular sandstones 

104 Structure Sandstone slabs – eastern part of southern long wall in T1 

105 Structure Sandstone slabs – western part of southern long wall and gable end in T1 

106 Structure Possible entrance to building. 

107 Structure Northern stone infilled gap in gable interior 

108 Structure Southern stone gap in gable interior 

109 Structure Stone stone infilled gap in longwall [105] interior 

110 Structure Sandstone slabs – northern long wall 

111 Structure Sandstone slabs – interior cross wall 

112 Deposit Yellowish orange clay sand silt 

113 Deposit Orange grey sand gravel 

200 Deposit Topsoil 

201 Deposit Orange brown clay silt 

202 Structure Sandstone slabs – southern long wall in trench 2 

203 Deposit Sandstone slabs and fragments 

204 Deposit Orange silt clay 

205 Deposit Orange brown silt 

206 Bioturbation Proven Non Archaeological 

207 Deposit Sandstone slabs and fragments 

 
Table 2: Digital Photographs 
Photo          
No. 

Camera Model Area/ 
Trench 

Context No. Description From 
(Compass) 

001 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Pre-ex Trench 1 W 
002 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Pre-ex Trench 1 N 
003 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Pre-ex Trench 2 N 
004 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Pre-ex Trench 2 E 
005 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot Deturfing NE 
006 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot Deturfing N 
007 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working Shot Deturfing N 
008 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working Shot Initial Clean E 
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Photo          
No. 

Camera Model Area/ 
Trench 

Context No. Description From 
(Compass) 

009 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working Shot Initial Clean  E 
010 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot Initial Clean E 
011 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot Initial Clean E 
012 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot Initial Clean N 
013 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Post-ex 201 W 
014 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Post-ex 201 E 
015 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Post-ex 201 S 
016 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot - planning W 
017 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot - cleaning E 
018 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex after removal of 100 S 
019 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex after removal of 100 W 
020 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 103, 104  W 
021 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 103, 104  E 

022 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 103 Possible recess in wall S 
023 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot - levelling E 
024 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working shot - planning E 
025 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working shot - planning W 
026 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working shot - planning E 
027 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 204 Working shot - excavation E 
028 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 204 Working shot - excavation W 
029 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 203 Partial excavation of 204 W 
030 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 203 Partial excavation of 204 S 
031 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 203 Partial excavation of 204 N 
032 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working Shot W 
033 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot E 
034 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot W 
035 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working Shot W 
036 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 205, 204 East extension post ex 201 N 
037 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 205, 204 East extension post ex 201 S 
038 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Post-ex west slot N 
039 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Post-ex west slot S 
040 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot N 
041 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot N 
042 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot E 
043 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Post ex 202 in extension N 
044 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Post ex 202 in extension  S 
045 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex E 
046 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex N 
047 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex W 
048 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex western half of trench N 
049 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Mid ex eastern half of trench N 
050 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 100, 101, 

102, 104, 
111 

Post ex possible step / foundations W 

051 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 107 Post ex infill of wall E 
052 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 108 Post ex infill of wall E 
053 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 109 Post ex infill of wall N 
054 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 106 Post ex southern entrance N 
055 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 106 Post ex southern entrance S 
056 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 103 Tumble in south east corner W 
057 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 103 Dark staining south west corner E 
058 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 206 Pre ex Above 
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Photo          
No. 

Camera Model Area/ 
Trench 

Context No. Description From 
(Compass) 

059 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 206 Half sectioned S 
060 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 200 - 205 West facing section W 
061 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 200 - 205 West facing section – north side W 
062 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 200, 202 - 

204 
West facing section – south side W 

063 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 200 - 205 West facing section W 
064 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 109, 

112, 113 
Test pit in south-west corner N 

065 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 109, 
112, 113 

Test pit in south-west corner N 

066 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 109, 
112, 113 

Test pit in south-west corner N 

067 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 105, 108, 
109, 112, 
113 

Test pit in south-west corner E 

068 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1 112, 113 Test pit in south-west corner S 
069 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 202, 207 Sondage 1 N 
070 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 202, 207 Sondage 1 N 
071 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Working shot - recording  
072 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Working shot - levelling  
073 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 202, 204, 

207 
Post ex trench 2 W 

074 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2 202, 204, 
207 

Post ex trench 2 N 

075 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Reinstated trench W 
076 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr2  Reinstated trench N 
077 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Reinstated trench W 
078 Nikon D3100 SLR Tr1  Reinstated trench S 
079 Nikon D3100 SLR   Team shot – final day after backfilling E 
080 Nikon D3100 SLR   Team shot – final day after backfilling E 
081 Nikon D3100 SLR   Team shot – final day after backfilling E 
082 Nikon D3100 SLR   Team shot – final day after backfilling E 
083 Nikon D3100 SLR   Team shot – final day after backfilling E 

 
Table 3: Drawings 

Drawing     
No. 

Sheet         
No. 

Plan/Sectio
n 

Contexts Subject Scale 

1 1 Plan 202 - 206 Pre-ex plan trench 1 1:20 

2 2 Plan 102 - 106 Mid-ex plan trench 2 – east side 1:20 

2 3 Plan 102 - 106 Mid-ex plan trench 2 – west side 1:20 

3 4 Section 200 – 205 West facing section trench 2 1:10 

4 5 Plan 102 - 113 Post-ex trench 2 1:20 

5 6 Plan 202 - 207 Post-ex trench 2 1:20 

6 7 Section 100 – 102, 
104 

West facing section trench 1 1:10 

7 8 Section 102, 105, 109, 
112, 113 

North facing section southern long wall 
trench 1 

1:10 

8 9 Section 
100, 102, 105, 
107, 112, 113 

East facing section gable wall trench 1 1:10 
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Table 4: Finds 
Find            
No. 

Context         
No. 

No. of          
Pieces Material Type Description 

1 204 1 ?Shale Block ?Worked 
2 205 1 Ceramic Sherd Scottish Red Ware 

 
Table 5: Samples 
 
NB No samples were taken due to unsuitability of deposits encountered. 
 



Northlight Heritage | Project: 2 | Report: 2 | 9/25/2019 

21 
 

APPENDIX 2: DES 
LOCAL AUTHORITY: Stirlingshire 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  ‘Lairds House’ Killearn Glen Evaluation 

PROJECT CODE: 2 

PARISH:  Killearn 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Gavin MacGregor 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Northlight Heritage 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Evaluation 

NMRS NO(S):   

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Medieval Building 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  Medieval Residence 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) NS 52282 85356 

START DATE (this season) 26th August 2019 

END DATE (this season) 1st September 2019 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) Walkover Survey 2016 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 

DESCRIPTION:  

(May include information from 

other fields) 

 

Two trenches were hand excavated to examine a probable structure, 
measuring 15.9 m by 9 m externally, potentially a building dating to before the 
nearby late 17th to 18th century ‘Place of Killearn’.  Trench 1 was excavated to 
examine the interior of western most portion of the structure and confirmed 
the remains of a stone built structure, surviving at its gable end up to 0.60 m in 
height.  It also revealed the presence of potential cruck slots implying the 
building had a timber frame and due to their position a hipped gable roof.  The 
ground appears to have been levelled off prior to construction of the building.  
Trench 2 investigated the eastern most portion of the structure and established 
the wall had largely been robbed out.  A layer of stone was found below the 
wall level, suggesting the ground had been made up prior to its construction or 
that there were remains of earlier phases of building / demolition on the site.  
A single piece of ceramic was discovered from the interior of the structure in 
trench 2.  It has been provisionally identified by Derek Hall as a sherd of 14th to 
15th century Scottish Red Ware. 
 
The work was carried out on behalf of Killearn Community Futures and forms 
part of a wider body of research and development being undertaken to create 
a heritage trail in Killearn. 
 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS:  

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: National Heritage Lottery Fund and Killearn Courier 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: gavin.macgregor@northlightheritage.org 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

HES (intended)  

 


